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Two more additions to our list of 
translations of exceptional Continental 
books for children 


Don Tiburcio’s Secret 


JEANNE LoIsy. The convincing story of Pepe, a 
Spanish gypsy boy, and his efforts to solve the 
strange secret of Don Tiburcio, The original French 
edition was awarded the Prix Jeunnesse. Illustrated. 
Fust published, 15s net 


The Secret Journey 


HARRY KULLMAN. The compelling story of David, 
son of a wealthy Stockholm lawyer, and his adven- 
tures in the poorer parts of that city. Translated 
pp Swedish. Illustrated. Just published. 
1 net 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON PRESS LTD 

















Children of the Red King 


by Madeleine Polland __ Illus. by A. Macarthur-Onslow 
A story which is set in the little known period. of the 13th century at 


the time of the Norman conquest of Ireland. Grania and Fergus, 
children of the fiery King of Connacht, fall into the hands of the 
invading Normans and live for three years in the stronghold of 
de Courcy Rohan. Through courage and perseverance they ultimately 
reconcile their Irish father and their brave Norman guardian. 
Beautifully illustrated. To be published Feb. 11th. 12s 6d 


and other titles for spring 


A SECRET BIRTHDAY PRESENT for ELIZABETH 
ELIZABETH AND PETER’S GARDEN PICNIC 

both by Lilly Mosheim 4s 6d each 
CHANTICLEER AND THE FOX by B. Cooney 10s 6d 
MARY JANE by Dorothy Sterling 12s 6d 
PATH OF THE RAVEN by Alan Boucher 12s 6d 
ANNE, YOUNG SWIMMER by J. Hope-Simpson 10s 6d 
SEA FEVER by A. H. Rasmussen 12s 6d 
BATTLE OF COTTON by Showell Styles 12s 6d 
MIRACLE PLAYS by Anne Malcolmson 12s 6d 
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Famous Harrap Series 


THE 





“WE GO° SERIES 


Each volume relates the adventures of two young people in a part 
of the world entirely new to them. 


“An excellent series” —Daily Telegraph. 
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BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG. Mary Dunn 
THE CHANNEL ISLANDS. Mary Dunn 
DENMARK. Mary Dunn 

HOLLAND. Sylvia L. Corbridge 

PARIS. Mary Dunn 

ROME. Mary Dunn 

SWITZERLAND. Ronald W. Clark 

WALES. David Raymond 

WESTERN FRANCE. Mary Dunn 
IRELAND. Sylvia L. Corbridge 

SCOTLAND. Ronald W. Clark 

THE WESTERN ISLES. Campbell K. Finlay 


Ready Shortly 


WE GO TO SOUTHERN FRANCE. Ronald W. Clark 
WE GO TO WESTERN GERMANY. Irene Sheridan 
Each illustrated 74” x 5” 192 pp. 9/6 net 


“HE WENT WITH’ SERIES 


Books of adventure in each of which a boy accompanies a famous 
explorer or commander on his travels. 
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WITH CAPTAIN COOK. Josephine Kamm 
WITH DAMPIER. Philip Rush 

WITH DRAKE. Peter Dawlish 

WITH MAGELLAN. Louise Andrews Kent 
WITH MARCO POLO. Louise Andrews Kent 
WITH VASCO DA GAMA. Louise Andrews Kent 
WITH CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS. 


Louise Andrews Kent 


WITH FRANKLIN. Philip Rush 
WITH NELSON. C. M. Nelson 


Each illustrated 8” x 5%” 176-288 pp. 9/6 net 
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" FRIDAY’s TUNNEL 
* 
by John Verney 
a pan’ | * | “This is a book in a thousand, with an appearance 
* | to match its contents.’ TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT 
* 
* 
x 
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‘Immortalised by wonderful illustrations.’ Dairy 
EXPRESS i2s 6d 















JAMES 
WITHOUT 
THOMAS 

by 

Gillian Avery 
‘An amusing and well- 
written book, and she 


manages her plot with 
skilful lightness of 


touch.’ TIMES EDUC. sUPP. 
10s 6d 
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KILLER 
DOG 


by 
Monica Edwards 
‘Tremendously moving in a 
nice straightforward way.’ 


SIRIOL HUGH-JONES, PUNCH 
10s 6d 
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RESCUERS 
' «| by Margery Sharp 


Kent “| ‘This is a gem of a book.’ NOEL STREATFEILD, JOHN 
x 0’ LONDONS ag 
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Edmund Ward 


are gether, of fine quality, profusely illustrated books for children 
of all ages. Inquiries are welcomed and an illustrated catalogue will 
be sent on request. 


You ate particularly reminded about the 


HUNTER HAWK SERIES 

by Eric Leyland and T. E. Scott-Chard (of BOAC). Action-packed 
stories for the modern air-age boy, combining brilliant detection and 
facts about flying procedure. Each 7s. 6d. net. 

OUTLAWS OF THE AIR 

ATOM ’PLANE MYSTERY 

SMUGGLERS OF THE SKIES 

COMMANDOS OF THE CLOUDS 

COMET ROUND THE WORLD 

The latest book in the series, published in January, tells how Hunter 
Hawk and his friend Mike are sent to investigate the leakage of secret 


information concerning Consular Airlines’ latest developments: Venue 
Canada and elsewhere. 


Nicholas Kaye 


are publishers of a wide range of books on sport, physical education 
and pastimes. You are invited to send for their list. Among the 
many well known books they issue are: 


PHYSICAL EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN 9%. limp. 17s. 6d. bound 
A GUIDE FOR GAMES 10s. 6d. limp. 18s. bound 

SWIMMING by R. J. H. Kiphuth, Ils. 6d. 

LACROSSE: PLAYING AND COACHING by M. Boyd, 12s. 6d. 
MODERN BASKETBALL by A. L. Colbeck, 21s. 

A HANDBOOK OF INDOOR GAMES AND PASTIMES 17s. 6d. 
OFFICIAL RULES OF SPORTS AND GAMES 1960 edition forthcoming 
COACHING HIGH SCHOOL TRACK AND FIELD 12s. 


and, just published: 
THE YOUNG SCULPTOR 


by Harvey Weiss. A practical introduction to sculpturing giving 
step-by-step instructions in handling clay, plasticine, papier-mache, 
wire, wood and stone. Over 50 photographs of great world sculpture 
appear throughout the text. Printed in two colours throughout, 17s. 6d. 
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194-200 Bishopgate, London, E.C.2 
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new books for teenage readers 


Great 
Aircraft 


0.B.E., A.F.C. 


A very fine book by the author 
of Great Airmen (3rd Printing). 








Popular but expert account of 
the invention, construction and 
achievements of ten great air- 
craft, from the Wright Flyer to 
the Comet IV, forming in effect 
a history of aeroplane design. 
Ready Feb. 4th. Illustrated. 21s. 





Making 
A Start with 


Marionettes 


ERIC BRAMALL, 
F.R.S.A. 


An entirely practical and most 


fattractive first book on making, 


manipulating and presenting 
marionettes. The author is one of 
Britain’s leading puppeteers (he 
runs the only permanent puppet 
theatre in the country and he 
has had shows on both British 
and Continental television net- 
works). 35 pages of drawings. 
Ready Fan. 21st. 8 pp. of plates. 

12s. 6d. 





Discovering 
Mediaeval 
Art 


G. M. DURANT 


The author of fourney into 
Roman Britain (2nd Printing) 
has written a most attractive 
introduction to the art of the 
Middle Ages in Europe, con- 
cerned especially with illumin- 
ated MSS., sculpture, mosaics, 
architecture, wall paintings and 
stained glass. Ready Feb. 4th. 
Illustrated. 21s. 










The Road to 


Modern Science 


H. A. REASON, 
M.Sc. 


A NEW EDITION of a very 
well-known short history of 
science for older boys and girls. 
It has been brought up to date 
by extensive revision. Six 
printings were called for the 
previous edition. The present 
volume is likely to prove just as 
popular. Ready. Illustrated. 20s. 


G. Bell & Sons 











LUTTERWORTH PRESS 








What Makes 


an Orchestra 


JAN BALET 


Jan Balet’s delightful book gives 
a clear and accurate picture of 
the instruments that make up 
an orchestra. With many colour- 
ful and humorous illustrations 
by the author. 12s 6d net 


The 
Hike Book 


JACK COX 


Written by Jack Cox, author of 
The Outdoor Book and Camp 
and Trek, this is the best and 
only handbook for hikers, both 
in the British Isles and abroad. 
Profusely illustrated. Published 
in February. 12s 6d net 


The Long White Road 


MARVIN H. ALBERT 
This addition to the ‘Famous Life Stories’ series tells of Sir 
Ernest Shackleton’s Antarctic Adventures. Published in March. 
10s 6d ner 


The 
Mighty Ones 
MEINDERT DEJONG 

In this magnificent book, Mein- 
dert DeJong tells stories of 
some of the great men and 
women of the Old Testament. 


Illustrated by Harvey Schmidt. 
Published in April. 15s net 


Dirk’s 
Dog Bello 


MEINDERT DEJONG 
This rare and moving book 
tells the story of a little Dutch 
boy’s amusing struggles to keep 
a dog he has rescued from the 
sea. Illustrated. ‘Published in 
May. 12s 6d net approx. 








4 Bouverie St. - 


E.C.4 
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Immediate praise for 
EDITH 


UNNERSTAD 


the famous writer for 
children, whose first book 


to appear in English 1s 


The Spettecake Holiday 


NOEL STREATFEILD 
“T loved it” 


CHURCH TIMES 
“Has the same magic as Heidi ” 


SUNDAY TIMES 
“ Wholly delightful ” 


(12/6) 





MICHAEL JOSEPH 
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Illustration by W. Stobbs from Fresh News from Sherwood 
(Bodley Head) 


Caring for Books 


by A CHILDREN’S LIBRARIAN 


“ 


HE expression “ to know is to care” may 
not always apply, but it certainly does where 
books are concerned and there, often enough, 
both senses of “caring” are engendered by a 
knowledge which need not be wide but must 
be sincere, an apprehension of the spirit rather than 
a mere submission to the letter. The discovery of 
true delight in even a few books can lead to new 
respect for other books which may contain delights 
as great, and other readers who may make equally 


y Heflexciting discoveries. To such readers, books are no 
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longer just “things” to be treated like bargain-basement 
merchandise, but more special, more like personal 
possessions, whether they are found at home, in a 
library or in a shop. In fact they are treated more 
like people and are approached with much the same 
questioning spirit, searched to see if they are 
interesting or amusing, if they reinforce or reinterpret 
known ideas or introduce a new outlook altogether, 
if they speak the same language or make a strange 
idiom understandable, if they command affection or 
respect, enrich the mind and linger in the memory. 
It is impossible to ask such questions about a book or 
a person and then to treat either as an inanimate 
article, however disappointing the answers may seem, 
especially since such prerequisites are usually 
established by the knowledge of at least one specimen 
which has met them satisfactorily. 

Because a children’s librarian has books in her care 
in a very special sense, she should be particularly 
conscious of the dual meaning of caring and of her 
own methods, physical as well as verbal, of presenting 
books to children so that the introduction remains a 
personal one. She does not necessarily perform this 
introduction herself, but the quality of her own 
knowing and caring are so evident in the collection 
she governs that it can influence individual discoveries 
as well as arrange the more formal meetings. 

Like most tasks worth doing this one is far from 
easy and discouragements come thick and fast, often 
from the very quarters which theoretically provide 
support for her purpose. In direct opposition to her 
knowledge stands ignorance, which breeds apathy and 
suspicion, a Bunyanesque pair who offer defeat at 
almost every point. Ignorance of children’s books is 
understandable in a general public which is seldom 
aware of even adult publications and is hardly likely 
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to try to sort out the merits of the hundreds of 
children’s publications now flooding the market. But 
it is sometimes hard to forgive apathy, even in adults 
who have never developed a lasting care for books of 
any kind, but having known at one time (through 
unavoidable experience) what it was to be children 
feel that this alone qualifies them to dismiss children’s 
reading in any terms they please. ‘The children’s 
apathy is less general, more forgivable, and if more 
dificult to understand is also more likely to be 
overcome. Suspicion, the worse of the two evils, is 
far more dispiriting, for it generally springs from a 
fear that some improvement is about to be 
manceuvred, and as that zs rather the general idea, 
flat denial is not acceptable and explanations are 
awkward. Sometimes the greatest stumbling block is 
provided by fellow-workers, who often assume that 
an increase in apathy and suspicion or even public 
outcry will be the only result of any attempt to 
improve a collection. 

Other dampeners of ardour from within the library 
are supplied by the machinery of library regulations 
— the reliance on routines even when they prove a 
barrier between books and readers, and the time- 
consuming nature of some of the record-keeping 
required by most systems. Then there are the 
pressures of traditional activities — story-telling, 
school visits, lectures, exhibits and clubs, which are 
also apt to be time-consuming out of proportion to 
their effectiveness, and with few exceptions are 
inadequately carried out because of lack of time or 
ability. Not many library candidates are talented in 
all these skills at once and unless the performer is an 
artist, in which case the lack of time is especially 
frustrating, her efforts remain an amateurish attempt 
to compete with commercial productions and _ sales 
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talks and can only make the library seem a faintly 
ridiculous institution. 

Whatever the discouragements of her situation, the 
children’s librarian can always find encouragement 
from her books, as Antaeus gathered strength from 
contact with the earth. After a meeting in which her 
colleagues have denied the merits of anything that was 
not “popular,” easy and tame, a “sure thing” which 
could call no reader out of himself but only make 
his apathy a habit, she returns to The Jungle Book 
or The Borrowers with sentiments corresponding to 
Galileo’s “Still, it moves.’”’ A visit to an unresponsive 
class, a talk with a supervisor whose background and 
objectives are radically different, the predominance of 
staff-members indifferent to books and children alike 
— all may challenge her beliefs, but those are secure 
if she has seen a child suddenly captivated by Peacock 
Pie or sensed the difference between a boy’s response 
to a run-of-the-mill mystery and to Big Tiger and 
Christian. At least this is true if she has herself kept 
alive her interest in such books and for that she must 
maintain as constant a contact with her materials as 
any gardener, for like him she is dealing with vital 
materials as well as individual patrons. And like him 
she must be willing to serve her stock-in-trade by 
continual physical handling and care if she is really 
concerned with both her “produce” and her patrons. 
Reading and re-reading of the best contributions to 
literature for readers of all ages is part of her 
preparation, but part is spent working with the 
collection itself — keeping the books tidy and in their 
designated places out of respect for books and patrons 
alike, not to mention respect for herself and her work. 
Keeping the books in as good physical condition as 
her budget will allow — for if a collection-is rather 
old and shabby it can still show signs of being lovingly 
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intly kept, and a real reader will be better served by the 
presentation of a battered volume, newly lettered and 
, the |mended and treated as a valued acquaintance, than 
ment by a muddle of books distinguished by nothing but 
from |the possession of plastic jackets — keeping the 
1. her §collection nicely balanced — and keeping herself 
t was {thoroughly informed as to its contents and possibilities 
rhich }|— all this requires daily first-hand inspection, and 
make |there is no better method of enlarging professional 
Book | knowledge and refreshing professional ideals than this 
ig to fday long attention, when recommendable items are 
nsive |noted, miscellaneous information acquired by dipping 
| and into unfamiliar books and memory renewed by the 
ce of jre-reading of favourite passages, so that the whole 
alike |collection and its purposes are kept present in the 
-cure | mind. 
cock § It seems strange to at least one children’s librarian 
onse |that such seemingly self-evident facts should need to 
and ‘be stated, but they are not generally accepted outside 
kept jthis one section of the profession, and although there 
must gare plenty of women in the field who both know and 
Is as care for their books, few are so placed that they have 
vital fany support for such views outside of that supplied 
him §by their books. To the children, the librarian 
e by frepresents books only, and although their interpretation 
eally fof all that books themselves represent may be limited 
rons. §they are essentially in the right. The librarian’s chief 
is to ¥strength lies in her knowledge of and attitude toward 
her §books. Of course she should like children, and 
the | probably will if she has a true appreciation of their 
their Jliterature, but she must like books or she cannot hope 
trons }to represent them properly. Her tone of voice in 
vorx. }referring to a given book and her way of picking it 
mn as up will affect her patrons almost as much as her choice 
ther Jand disposition of the collection as a whole, and if all 
ingly | that she does in the library fosters the idea that books 




















PAGE 14 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





are worth such care and that a love of good books 
is worth cultivating she will be spending her time 





well. Putting up clear labels and compiling sound 
book lists are less glamorous occupations than telling 
stories and talking to parents’ groups, but if a choice 
must be made, the average librarian will serve the 
cause of reading more effectively by choosing to label 
and list. There is no point in luring patrons into the 
library if she is not prepared to make them feel at 
home when they arrive there, and only by such 
mundane means can she put them quickly on familiar 
terms with the institution. And only by her own sure 
knowledge of the books within it can she help them 
to find the key to that much larger kingdom to which 
the library is, after all, only one means of entry. 

Children’s librarianship is not, as it stands today, 
a very gratifying profession, but what other can 
provide such continual interest to anyone who _ has 
chosen to spend most of her lifetime in caring for 
children’s books ? 





CORRECTION 


We regret that in the list of books following Dr. McGuire’ 


article, Modern American Books for English Children, in ow 


December, 1959, issue, no mention was made of Marguerite Henry’ 
Newbery Medal winning book, King of the Wind, being published 
in this country. This title was, in fact, published by Constable in 


1957 and is still available. 
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= After Christmas in the Bookshop 
wore by LiLLy MosHEmM 

elling 


hoite T is after Christmas in the children’s section of 
re. the a bookshop. Is it the scene of post-rush confusion 


label that one imagines, made all the more evident 
to the because of the awful emptiness and silencer 
eel at Nineteen years of experience have taught me that 


suchgchildren, thank goodness, never allow their bookseller 

niliag@more than a moment of emptiness, or silence. It is 

n suregttue that there are more such moments after Christmas 

them hen the adult invasion has passed its peak ; and these 

which{moments are needed to tidy up and prepare tor the 
ry. new year and the new books. ; 

todayg As I remove Little Tim from the midst of the 

r cangOxford Junior Encyclopaedia where he has strayed 

5 hag during the rush, I catch myself sighing with relief that 

ge for the main flood of parents, grandparents, uncles and 

aunts has subsided. Such customers are difficult to 

serve at any time but in the Christmas rush one hasn’t 

a fraction of the time they need. They search 

endlessly for books that will be “suitable” for the child 

already reading at four, or the brilliant-beyond-her 

years girl of twelve, or the boy who knows more about 

space travel than anyone else alive. And it is amazing 

to me how difficult it can be, considering the wealth 

of books on our shelves, to satisfy these exacting 


requirements. 
I remember one burly man in particular who asked 
to see all my nursery rhyme books — a large order 
Guiresg indeed. I was proud of the collection J offered him 
in ow’— everything from Kate Greenaway’s Mother Goose 
Henrys§ to the Oxford Book of Nursery Rhymes. He sat down 
7 and read solemnly through them all. I decided to 


offer some assistance. 
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“How old is the child?” I asked. I 
“Only one week.” am 
Ox 

hin 





“You want to give the book to your wife, then?” 

“Yes, so that she can sing to the baby.” 

“Does your wife play the piano, and so need rhymes his 
with music?” luc 

“No, she plays the cello and I don’t think that would] ha 
do for nursery rhymes.” 


KA 


A 








Illustration by C. Price from The Bombard (Bodley Head) 


“What about this attractive book?” (I offered Dent's 
in the I/lustrated Classics). 

“No. I’ve looked at that. We are Scots and it 
contains too many typically English rhymes.” 

I tried a winning smile. “Do you think it would§ w 
corrupt the child to hear a few Sassenach songs?” § “! 
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He did not see my smile and did not think this 
amusing but, after another half hour, he bought the 
Oxford Book of Nursery Rhymes that I had offered 
him first, and seemed satisfied ; but I watch now for 
his wife, and the book’s return! Perhaps I shall be 
lucky, especially as Christmas is past and the children 
have taken over the bookshop. 

Johnny’s godfather has given him a 25/- book token 
in the pious hope, expressed on the card, that his 
godson will be able to acquire something of lasting 
value. Johnny has other ideas. He makes straight 
for the shelf of space stories, chooses several, does a 
laborious sum, and then completes his sets of Biggles 
and William, with immense satisfaction. He is out 
of the shop in under five minutes. 

Edward is a solemn child with a one-track mind 
— the railway track! I always expect him 
immediately after the holiday and I am _ not 
disappointed this year. He has all of his Christmas 
money tied up in a Soiled handkerchief and he buys 
everything from the Rev. Awdry’s fantastic engine 
adventures to an almost adult volume showing the 
latest models, or even only their numbers! 

Mary, his female counterpart, is a horse-mad little 
girl who wants every book with a picture of a horse 
on the jacket from Black Beauty through all the 
modern imitations to How to Draw a Horse and the 
solid volumes of riding instructions. 

I confess to wishing that all my post-Christmas 
customers could come without their parents as Johnny, 
Edward and Mary do. But perhaps the younger ones 
would be bewildered by the mass of books available 
and would pick something they already have, feeling 
the need of an old friend. As a bookseller, my heart 
warms to Jane whose eyes shine as she says quietly, 
“Mummy, I wish I could buy the whole shop!” But 
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I want to run away when Granny says to Derek, 
“Darling, you can have whatever you like,” and 





Derek replies in a bored voice, “Oh, take anything 
you want. I don’t mind what.” 

Perhaps it is as well that parents and grandparents 
come with the younger ones but when they bring the 
eight to ten year-olds, I have more trouble. At this 
age, taste and reading ability vary so much that my 
after Christmas crowd is apt to include many children 
who want to return the book that I sold to Auntie 
before Christmas They are certain. that they can 
choose better, and I respect this independence, but, 
after they have run from one shelf to another, taken 
down and thumbed through countless books, and have 
finally made up their minds mother says, “Now are 
you really sure you want that one, darling?” . . . and 
the search begins all over again. 

After Christmas is indeed a busy time for children’s 
books in the bookshop. It is sometimes a trying and 
financially unrewarding time, but I confess that I look 
forward to it each year. There are my little girls who 
like to choose a heroine with their own name, and so 
to identify themselves with her adventures and _ her 
dreams. Girls like the pictures, too, and often choose 
a book on the jacket alone, while a boy can be more 
easily impressed by size and weight. And how alike 
they all are in some ways — as, for instance, all the 
older children who have “outgrown” fairy tales and 
are quite unaware that the exploits of their favourite 
ballerina or pilot or detective are far more remote 
from reality than any of the tales of Grimm or 
Andersen. 

Now, thinking of “my” children, with or without 
their parents, I remember especially three. There was 
James who, when I told him that the print of the 
encyclopaedia he offered me was too small to read 
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erek © Faber Books for the Young +4 
nl 2 © 
thing } © 
rents $ The Faber Book 3 
g res rs of Stories © 
“ nei ® chosen by KATHLEEN LINES © 
1 ane © A thoughtful selection that will hold the interest of older @ 
Ten® © boys and gi-ls who are growing up, and encourage them ro} 
‘untic§ @ to explore the bookshelves for themselves. Ready in .O) 
; cang © February. 15/- xs 
ee. © The Adventures of Ulysses g 
— 4 ‘ JACQUES LE MARCHAND $ 
w ate g translated from the French by E. M. HATT mS 

; d g Superbly colourful and witty pictures by André Frangois 
- an © illustrate a lively retelling of this classic tale. 15/- 3 
dren’s 3 Operation Columbus PS 
gy andi © HUGH WALTERS S 
L look ry An adventure story for science fiction addicts by the author of ,O 
s who Blast Off at Woomera and The Domes of Pico. Ready in Cs 
al ; $ February. 13/6 } 

() 

1 her © Your Book About Wild Flowers 9 
hoose# © RICHARD FITTER © 
more © Practical advice on where to look for and how to identify wild © 

. flowers ; how to press them, make a collection and keep notes. 
hye © With many clear drawings. 8/6 $ 

the ° 

nga 3 Your Book of Camping mS 
neta } MURIEL GOAMAN rN 
An invaluable guide to tents, camp-cooking, stores and first- © 

emote © aid. Ready in February. With drawings. 7/6 
m of © © 
| © © 
ithout! ©  piease write to Faber & Faber Ltd., 24 Russell Square, 
re was © — London, W.C.1. for a list of Books for the Young © 
f thee © © 
rede 0OOOOOOOOOO9O9O9O90999909990909 
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NON-FICTION BOOKS 
FOR CHILDREN 


People and Power Katharine Savage 


An account of the rise to power of four great nations— 
Russia, Germany, Japan and the United States. Illustrated 
with maps and photographs. 15s net 


Ships John Stewart Murphy 


The second volume in the How They Were Built series is 
a concise history of shipbuilding. 
Illustrated by Charles Keeping 9s 6d net 


A Picture History of Britain 
Clarke Hutton 


A lively and comprehensive history, with illustrations by 
the author in four-colour lithography. 12s 6d net 


A Bundle of Ballads 
edited by Ruth Manning-Sanders 


This collection contains the best English and Scottish 
ballads, in all their different moods. 
Illustrated by William Stobbs 15s net 


The High Way 
compiled by Elfrida Vipont 


An anthology of devotional readings for children, arranged 
under twelve sayings of St. Paul. Illustrated with black and 
white reproductions. 15s net 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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easily, said solemnly, “Oh, that’s all right. I always 
prefer small print. You see, my eyes work like a 
magnifying glass.” 

Then there was Miss Prudence, aged twelve, who 
sought my advice when she was looking for a present 
for her younger brother. ‘“You’ve been useful before,” 
she reassured me. So I asked about her brother’s 
tastes. “I’m afraid,” she said, “that he is only 
interested in crime, and we don’t want him to be 
interested in that.” 

Perhaps my most treasured memory is of four 
year-old Michael who, when he came into the 
bookshop for the first time, said very little but looked 
round him with eyes wide with wonder. He and his 
mother stayed a long time and then, when he went 
down the stairs with his book under his arm, I heard 
him say, “That lady upstairs is the luckiest woman 
in the world, isn’t she? . . . To have all those books 
for her own!” 

As Michael clattered out of the door downstairs, 
I was thinking that, though Michael and I might 
have different ideas of paradise, I was very lucky to 
be able to guide a new generation of book-lovers like 
Michael along the way. At that moment I happened 
to pick up Pamela Brown’s Back-Stage Portrait. I 
was about to put it back into its place on the shelf when 
it fell open and a few lines caught my eye : 

“*Perhaps I could work in a bookshop,’ she said 
at last. 

“‘Tt’s an idea,’ said her father slowly. ‘You’ 
wouldn’t earn much and it seems rather a pity when 
we have spent a good deal on your schooling.’ ” 

“Rather a pity indeed,” I said not loud and not 
very quietly, as I buried the book under the pile on 
the table. 











Foreign Books 


FRENCH 


Bastive, F-R., er M. Joachim Quelque Chose 
Many-colour litho illustrations. French readers: 5 
to 12. English readers: Intermediate .  Hatier 1680 frs. 


A big gift book, telling the fanciful tale of a lunar sprite 
who falls to earth, joins an unusual circus, but returns to the 
moon to create a princess for himself so that he may again 
descend and become the son of a king and queen. The text 
and its message are intricate compared with the initial visual 
impact. 


BeaucHamps, A. Dear Cherie. Illus. by G. de 
Saint - Croix. English readers: Intermediate 


Editions G.P. 

An English tourist gives this odd, double-endearment of 
a nickname to the French heroine, who is born just before 
the dawn of the 20th century and stays with the reader until 
1916. Lovers of Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm and Anne of 
Green Gables will find this heroine more hoydenish and wilful, 
but there is a lot to be said for a character in the round, and 
a domestic scene that pleases — in this case a charming 
picture of French provincial life fifty or so years ago. There 
is a feat of heroism at the end of the book and a suggestion 
of romance, not finalised. A warmly sentimental and _ in 
general an acceptable book for girls. 


CaremMeE, M. Le Royaume des fleurs. Illus. in colour 
by M. Parry. French readers: 8 to 12. English 
readers: Intermediate . . Editions Bourrelier 795 frs. 


A long story and three short ones, teaching pity and love 
towards plants and animals. Two of them end tragically in 
death for a pair of brave goats and a heart-broken canary. 
In the principal story Annie’s fate just misses being as terrible 
— to live and die a violet in her own garden. These waves 
of distress break rather treacherously in an_ otherwise 
untroubled sea, particularly in the first generally placid flower 
fantasy. The illustrations must surely please. 
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Depron, P., er Itarp, J. Mathématiques et 





Mathématiciens. _Iillus.,  photogravure. French 
readers: All students. English readers: Advanced 
440 pp. 18 X 22 cm. ‘ , : Magnard 1980 frs. 


A scholarly assembly of the fragmentary evidence as to 
the lives and accomplishments of mathematicians from 2,000 
B.C. onwards. It is of supplementary interest to the advanced 
student already possessed of a sound knowledge of the basic 
mathematical principles. Given this knowledge and the desire 
for further acquaintance with the masters of mathematical 


B0 frs, thought, the reader would need also some competence in the 
“on reading of modern French and the will to grapple with texts 
to the 


n surviving from antiquity. This, with other books in Magnard’s 
| again distinguished collection of scientific works, will therefore find 


= aa only a select readership among English students. 
visua 
Grize, M. Valeriane (g, h and i). Illus. by A. 
Chatel. French readers: 4 to 8. English readers : 
Elementary , , ; , 7 Hatier each 300 frs. 
Valeriane becomes more and more a personality as her 
wii unprecedented adventures follow one upon another with every 


bef move she makes ; and she is always travelling, with a tabby 
wr cat of decided character for company. ‘They cope with the 


. until unwanted attentions of a conjurer and a serpent, and the 
nne of problems of locomotion are splendidly solved by this 
wilful, resourceful doll. These books are not for babies, 
id, and Andy-Pandy-wise, but they are very nice for seven year-olds 
“Then with a taste for mischief. 
gestion § Issertis, H., er Auroy, J. Va je ne sais ou. Illus. 
ind in by N. Jaoul. French readers: 7 to 12. English 

readers: Elementary/Intermediate . . Hatier 245 frs. 


Five folk tales with a Russian setting. They have much 
in common and in addition recall in some respects the 
traditional stories of other lands. Within their convention 


95 frs. of enchanted princesses, questing princes and virtue triumphant 
nd love they are crisply told. The unsentimental illustrations help 
cally in to bring them a shade closer to English readers likely to cope 
rene with the text. 
gostei LavoLLte, L. N. Nuno de Nazaré 

eventos Editions Fleurus-Paris 

Games This small book, which was awarded the “Prix Enfance 


du Monde 1959” would be excellent reading for forms V 
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and VI. There is one central dramatic situation vividly 
framed in the setting of a Portuguese fishing village. Indeed 
it is presented with such restrained artistry that it is worthy 
to rank as literature, and at the same time it has the appeal 
of adventures in an unhackneyed scene with less familiar 
characters involved. 


Martin-CuHaurrikr, 8S. “L’ Autre” chez les Corsaires 
Illus. in colour by P. Noel. French readers: 10 to | 
13. English: Intermediate , ‘ Bourrelier 795 frs. 


One of twin-boys embarks as cabin-boy on board a 
frigate, authorised by His Majesty Louis XIV of France to 
pillage the English. The other twin stows away ; so they 
are able to make together the voyage of the Coétquen, in 
which the nineteen year-old captain, René Duguay-Trouin, 
risked all and came home with rich prizes. 


A tale in nautical language, amiably explained in a 
glossary. The rigours of life aboard a sailing-ship are 
admitted but there is more gaiety than gravity in the air. 
Any anti-British feeling is negatived by the acquisition of an 
English boy prisoner, staunchly befriended by the twins. The 
illustrations fix period and beautifully create atmosphere, 
already carefully reconstructed by the author. The narrative 
has not the steep rise and fall of the conventional adventure 
story, but it colours in the known outline of a minor historical 
event intelligently. It was awarded the Prix Jeunesse 


of 1959. 


Meynier, Y. Trois Garcons et un Ruisseau Fou 
Illus. in colour by F. Bertier. French readers: 


onwards. English readers: Intermediate 

Editions G.P. 400 frs. 
The young heroes of Puy Caprice here bring literally 
to light a stream that has gone underground but, restored to 
its surface course, can save from ruin “La Garrisade,” pleasant 
farmland and beloved hunting ground of boys on_ holiday. 
This well-founded and sympathetic story has its obscurities 
of dialect, but the prose is otherwise not unduly complicated. 
Its readable page set, with illustrations of equal appeal, may 
disarm resistance. A book about boys, indeed, but not in all 
respects for the hardiest ; it has too much sentiment for them. 
The adventure itself, however, should command awe and 

interest surpassing that of the average adventure story. 
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ividly The New Books 


— FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 

appeal § BourNE, H. A Pet for Katrina. Illus. by the author 

miliar lllpp. 74X5_. . Hutchinson 8/6 
A nice enough little series of stories about a child in 

search of a pet, but like most publications for readers of six 

to eight this is less a book than an expanded magazine story. 

It is better than many in not being firmly “under-five” in 








IS firs. | 


tone, but like the rest of these ephemera it is too bland, 
ard a loose-knit, superficially easy — there is nothing here to bite 
nce to on or to wonder over, no shape, flavour, texture or sudden 
> they illumination. They are in the same class as the stuffed animals 
en, in placed in so many schoolrooms to “show the children what 
rouin, the animals are like,” useful in their way but utterly inadequate 
as representations of the vitality which gives the living animals 
in a (or books) their appeal. 
P are Brown, M. W. Young Kangaroo. Illus. by S. 
gen Shimin. 44 pp. 8$ X 7 . . World’s Work 9/6 
° The Miss Brown’s text is accurate and unobtrusive. She 
; h “ describes the miracle of a kangaroo’s birth and growth 
nt without emphasis. What matter are Symeon Shimin’s 
stom drawings. These are strongly reminiscent of John Skeaping’s 
sare work, which is to say that he is in the front rank of modern 
torical animal-artists. Subtle touches give proportion to his drawings. 
mes He has a fine sense of movement. He knows the virtue of 
extreme simplicity. Above all he sees, and conveys, the beauty 
of these grotesque creatures and of the country they inhabit. 
In its modest way this book is a scientific study and a work 
of art. 
00 frs.B Dart, B. The Cloud Shoes. Illus. by H. Helweg 
iterally 60 pp. 84 X 6 boards . . World’s Work 10/6 
ored to The cover, the end papers and the first pages of this 
leasant book are adorned with grotesque pictures of trolls. These 
roliday. creatures play no part in the story. ‘They are no doubt an 
curities essential part of the Norwegian tradition and as such essential 
licated. to the children for whom the story was originally intended. 
al, may They may well confuse or distress English children who have 
t in all not been reared in this tough tradition. 
r them. This is a small blemish in a most admirable book. The 
ye and story, of the coming of skis, is a fine one and finely told with 


y. simplicity and just enough detail to give it colour. The 
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pictures of forest and snow-clad mountains are very lovely. 
It is a pity that the faces of the human characters are almost 
all ugly. 


Duvoisin, R. Petunia takes a Trip. Illus. by the 

author. 32 pp. 10 X 8 boards . Bodley Head 8/6 
The first book about Petunia, the cultured goose, was 
masterly. It had not only a delightful heroine and superb 
drawing but also a real story. The heroine remains the| 
same, the drawing is as good as anyone could ask, the story J 
is very thin. Petunia learns to fly, is driven by a storm to| 
the city, sees the sights and decides that home is best. Thin 
indeed. The incidentals are excellent however. Petunia doing 
calisthenics and lovers of vocabulary-control need not 
worry ; no child would fail to understand the meaning — 
Petunia eating a triple-decker sandwich, Petunia in the train 
— few artists could be more funny, or more accurate, for in 

the most ungooselike situations Petunia remains all goose. 


M. H. Cow’s Party. Illus. by the author 
pp. 10 X 73 : ; , ; , Faber 10.6 
What a very pink book ! It is quite a relief when night 


falls at last and only the yellow stars break the darkness. 

This is a weakness, for which printing costs must be 
blamed, from which many Faber books suffer. Cow's Party, 
however, has many compensations, notably an _ exquisitel; 
glamorous heroine and a pervading atmosphere of charming 
innocence. Even Bluejay, who tries to make Cow’s party 
miscarry, is only mildly malicious. Mrs. Ets’ humour is always 
gentle and kindly, and she draws animals with deceptive ease. 
How true every one of these figures is to his own nature ! 
Not the best of this artist’s work, but a welcome book 
nevertheless. 


Jupau, A. Basil Chimpy isn’t Bright. Illus. by S. 

Hawkins. 61 pp. 83 X 6 , : : Faber 8/6 

Aaron Judah is a skilful writer, but I find this book 

extremely distasteful. An author creates an_ entirely 

unsympathetic hero at his peril. We are supposed to laugh 

at Basil’s follies, and Mr. Judah squeezes the last bitter drops 

of humour out of every situation. How much happier if 

we could laugh with, not at, his wretched Chimpy. Not all 

the writer’s art, and Mrs. Hawkins’ brilliant drawings, can 

make Chimpy lovable, and only love could make his antic 
tolerable. 
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SenDAK, J. The Happy Rain. Illus. by M. Sendak 


42 


pp. 93 X 74 boards . . World’s Work 9/6 

At last an original, and very funny, idea. This is the 
story of Troekan, the village which has more, and wetter, 
rain than any other. The rain falls continuously. “It was 
a joy to live in Troekan.” One day the rain stops. It seems 
like the end of the world. All the wisdom of the oldest and 
most learned inhabitants cannot bring back the rain. But 
little Yolande knows how to coax it back. And so “it rained 
happily ever after.” 


Jack Sendak tells his absurd story with the utmost gravity, 
and his brother Maurice, who illustrates Meindert DeJong 
is the perfect collaborator. His drawings are funny, but in 
a sober, self-absorbed way. ‘This is a thoroughly serious joke. 


Symonns, J. Elfrida and the Pig. Illus. by E. 
Ardizzone. 48 pp. 10 X 73 ; , Harrap 7/6 


A very odd book, but not much the worse for its oddity. 
It is about a very clever child, much too clever for toys and 
games, her friend the pig next door, and Mr. Manypenny, 
whose house is full of dolls. It is an extraordinary story, 
strengthened by the dead-pan seriousness of the author, but 
failing to reach a satisfactory climax. 

Mr. Symonds is a master of dialogue and of timing. The 
planning of his chapters would be a study for any aspiring 
writer — for children or adults. He evokes the queer 
dream-like atmosphere of Elfrida’s nocturnal expeditions most 
beautifully, and in this he is assisted by Mr. Ardizzone at 
his most atmospheric. If only the story had been stronger 
this book would have been as good as it looks at first glance. 


VALLANCE, R. Timmy Turnpenny’s Secret. Illus. 


by 


A .Hossack. 95 pp. 74 X 5 . . Harrap 5/- 


Few other series begin the first page of a new book so 
near the last paragraph of the previous book, but this seventh 
instalment of five year-old Timmy’s story would fall pretty 
flat even if the whole series were printed in a single volume. 
As everything in the book was introduced earlier in the series 
it will be meaningless to the uninitiated, and the new 
illustrator, by turning a girl into a boy in one picture and 
making eleven year-old Antony smaller than a boy of seven 
in another. hardly lessens the confusion. The complacent 
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Turnpenny’s in their Hampstead mews have the unreality 
of those model families shown in advertisements, and it is 
hard to believe that the Polish orphan boy would prefer § |! 
adoption by them to life with a new-found uncle in America, 





Wa tker, D. E. Pimpernel and the Poodle. Illus. by 
A. Howard. 32 pp. 84 X 6 boards . Faber 9/6 


Fat Cat Pimpernel had a surprising friend in Yorick, 
the elegant and conceited poodle next door. They had little 
in common save a dislike for Ludovic, the enormous and savage 
dog who never . . . no, never . . . stopped scratching. In 
a way they owed it to Ludovic, however, that they won the 
good opinion, with more tangible benefits, of the butcher, who 
looked like a fish, and the fishmonger, who “even with a straw 
hat on” looked like a pig. This is a fair story, in which the 
reader is invited in an engaging way to join. 

Alan Howard’s pictures are vigorous and full of fun. 
He is a good observer and caricatures lightly. There is a 
bad miscalculation in an important picture — the battle scene 
— when Ludovic merges into the background in such a way 
as to appear a ghost. This could hardly have been intended. 





Witusams, U. M. The Nine Lives of Island 
“ Mackenzie. Illus. by E. Ardizzone 128 pp. 
84 X 6} ; , , : : ‘ Chatto 12/6 


Everything Miss Moray Williams writes has an individual 
quality, although she rarely matches her own best. Her new 
story is most pleasing. It may be rather long for the children 
to whom it will most appeal, but it is the proper length for 
the development of its idea. 


Mackenzie is a cat, and we meet him first, swimming for 
his nine lives with sharks in close pursuit. He reaches a 
desert island with eight lives intact, and settles down to play 
Friday to the Crusoe of Miss Pettifer a (temporarily) 
cat-hating spinster. In the course of their island story 
Mackenzie’s supply of lives is reduced to one. 


The story is told with a quiet sense of style. It is not 
easy to retain interest over a hundred or more pages with 
only two characters, but the story is continuously fascinating 
and, in its absurd way, convincing. It has a pervading charm 
to which Edward Ardizzone’s drawings contribute effectively. 
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en FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 

id it i 

Fs Kuruman, H. The Secret Journey. Illus. by C. 

America. Backstrom. 160 pp. 83 X53 . . U.L.P. 12/6 


David, son of a lawyer, is an imaginative boy and eager 
for adventure in which he can prove himself a hero. One 


9/6 day, when his father has left him alone in his Stockholm 
Yorick, house, he sets off by bus to the southern and poorer parts of 
ad little the city. Here he finds two barefoot boys and a girl friend 
1 savage — “savages” as his father calls them. Dumpy’s approach 
ng. In is truculent and unfriendly, but Rose-Marie is kindly and 
won the Skinny’s attitude varies. The three agree to allow David 
er, who to join them in a foray on an empty house, and in the 
a straw encounter with a rival gang David finds danger and excitement 
hich the in a very unfamiliar way of life. With the visit to Dumpy’s 


home a kind of friendship is sealed and the three accompany 
David to his home going bus, hoping to see him again. 


bed . - This simple story, the action of which takes place within 
a aoe a day, is a sympathetic and understanding study of children’s 
aphpens thoughts, prejudices and reactions. Though it is perhaps better 
aeealial appreciated by adults no doubt many children will find interest 
in the contrast between two ways of life and environment 
and a consequent broadening of their sympathies must result. 
Loisy, J. Don Tiburcio’s Secret. Illus. by F. Estachy 
12/68 144 pp. 88 X 5. CO w.tYtsti‘<C«C i 15/- 
dividual Pepe, a Spanish gipsy, whose family live in the ruins of 
der new the burnt out castle, once the home of the noble Escudo 
children family, is the narrator and hero of this charming story. His 
ngth for family earn their living by performing with a bear and a goat 
at local fairs. Pepe leads an‘irregular life, but with the advent 
ming for of Don Pablo as the village schoolmaster curiosity about a 
eaches a green parrot draws Pepe within his orbit and in the end he 
1 to play likes school. The parrot is stolen and Pepe is much more 
porarily) anxious to recover it than is its gentle owner. In _ prison 
id story Pepe finds a clue to the secret of Don Tiburcio, uncle of 
Don Pablo and the two together eventually find the treasure 
De Se ot which Don Pablo uses to build a college for poor boys like 
ges with Pepe. 
scinating A very good translation of a first class story and well 
1g charm produced, this book ranks high among this publisher’s foreign 


fectively. importations of children’s books, 
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Mauzety, M. Oilfield Boy. Illus. by the author 
80 pp. 104 X. 73 : ‘ Abelard-Schuman 12/6 


Ricwarpson, T. D. The Girl’s Book of Skating 
Illus. 144 pp. 10 X 73 , P , Burke 9/6 


























This third Mauzey book is as perplexing as it 
predecessors ; the many drawings are amateurish  an( 
primitive, the story and characters are stiff, the information 
alternately confusingly detailed and insufficient ; there is even 
a message involved, a message concerned with a worker’s pride 
in his job and the dignity of man. The main — 
comes because the message is somehow delivered in spite o 
all the technical obstacles ; by some contrivance or other the 
final impact over-rides all the infelicities of style and we reall; 
are given not simply a picture of another way of life, with 
its own terminology, equipment, history and geography, bu 
a vision of that life as it exists in the imagination of it 
inhabitants. Horrible as it may sound, this is a species oj 
folk-art, easy to criticise point by point, but unassailable « 
a completed unit. The editors are probably wise not t 
tamper or “translate.” 

The other perplexity is provided by the audience — t 
whom do these books appeal ? Perhaps it is best not to 
recommend them directly, but just to leave them about and 
hope the “right reader” may stumble across them at the “right 
time.” At least the book should disabuse many of the notion 
that Texas oilmen are all braggart millionaires, and if it gives 
a few even a mere vision of its vision it will have justified 
purchase. 























































































































Each year hundreds of books of this type must be soli 
to parents who hope to foster their children’s interests, ani 
one wonders how often the only result is discouragement 
Mr. Richardson, like so many experts, has completely los 
sight of the tyro’s point of view ; to him a girl skater i 
already familiar with basic terms and methods and her onl 
goal in life is the entry of the officially recognised skating 
world, with its tests, exhibitions, competitions and personalities 
It is probably only as a picture book of many of thes 
personalities that his book will be welcome; his direction 
and diagrams, mysterious geometric affairs with only partial; 
explained symbols, are enough to put any feminine reader of 
this “athletic art’ from the start, and his remarks on debated 
points on rules and regulations will all be meaningless to th 
beginner. The ambitious can learn the rest more quickly ani 
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easily from the instructor he postulates as a necessary part 


12/6 of the world he describes. Obviously the N.S.A. fills a useful 
zo as its function in maintaining high standards of skating performance, 
fish — and but for those who feel that there must be more to skating 
formation than these school figures and Salchow jumps and ice-shows, 
‘e is even I would recommend a course of reading, including Hans 
er’s pride ' Brinker, Tom’s Midnight Garden, James without Thomas, 
perplexity and of course The Prelude. That should send them back to 
1 spite of their Christmas skates ! 
other the ~ : 
we really SHILLITO, G. H. How to Explore a Village. IUllus. 
life, with 110 pp. 84 X 63 : . ELSA. 9/6 
aphy, bu The purpose of this particular Information Book is to 
en ol i encourage children to find out for themselves the main 
species 0 historical and social facts concerning their own or neighbouring 
aliehie « villages. The shape of the village should give them the 
oe met t reasons for its origin in its particular situation. The use to 

which the land is put in modern times may be compared with 
a the older uses indicated by surviving names and patterns. Close 
e not & inspection of a variety of houses will indicate their age and 
eee onl earlier occupants. Similarly, the local Church, in its structure, 
the “right decoration, tombs and brasses will offer a wealth of revealing 
ee notion detail. Even the schools may be investigated, and tabulation 
if it give of local personal and place names will give character to the 
e justifie village’s past. And so on through the shops, the tradesmen, 


craftsmen and a hundred other things. With so many specific 
photographic plates, and drawings by Edward Osmond, the 
young researcher should find it comparatively simple to embark 


9/6 on a private or co-operative scheme of social studies. 

st be sold 

rests, ani FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 

letely AMMIADE, A. Victoria’s Reign. Illus. 74 pp. 

skater i 82 X 6% . . Methuen 10/6 
| hee oll Miss Bewick’s ‘book list ‘at the end of this outline makes 
ed skating no mention of Lytton Strachey, though it is the first thing 
wnatialalal one would have expected after reading Miss Cammiade’s 
of thee lively and often pungent review of 64 years of British history 
divection and of the colourful personalities with whom Victoria 
y partiall collaborated, often reluctantly, during a reign memorable not 
seader di only for its length, but also for its astonishing variety. It 
on debated may be dangerous, but certainly not unjust, to describe the 
less to th whole as charming in its smooth interweaving of personalities 


uickly ani with events. It avoids the suggestion of flippancy to which 
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Fitter, R. S. R. Six Great Naturalists. Illus. 
176 pp. 74 X 5 ‘ ‘ Hamish Hamilton 126 











Strachey was sometimes prone, while retaining a sense of 
comedy which prevents one from taking the Victorians too 
seriously. On the other hand, Miss Cammiade’s account jis 
rich in factual detail, readably summarised with a good deal 
of historical insight and political acumen. Miss Cammiade, 
again, is fair in her estimate of Victorian achievements and 
generous to Victorian shortcomings. Naturally, the Queen 
dominates the scene from first to last, but the circumstances 
which assisted her predominance are balanced against her own 
individuality. The illustrations, chosen from the National 
Portrait Gallery, “Punch” and the “Illustrated London News,” 
are, of course, in period, and cleverly reinforce the convincing 
general atmosphere of the Victorian era. 

















Gilbert White, Linnaeus, Waterton, Audubon, Fabre and 
T. H. Huxley — surely it would be impossible to write about 
any of these men and not be interesting ? Mr. Fitter is 
interesting enough, and competent enough, by the standard 
set during the recent boom in the potted biography business, 
but one cannot do justice to men of such qualities in such a 
short space. Mr. Fitter’s major aim is, properly enough, to 
indicate the most enduring contribution of each naturalist ; 
there is room for little background, character interpretations 
seem rather haphazard and some very strange and irrelevant 
terms of reference are used. A short bibliography, giving 
places of publication but neither publishers nor dates, follows 
each section, and it seems likely that most promising young 
naturalists will read these primary sources instead of this book, 
at least if they are fortunate enough to be near a library which 
sticks to its business of keeping such primary sources 
accessible instead of allowing them to be crowded out by books 
like this. This whole business of telescoping lives and trying 
to present a predigested picture of the past to those without 
the knowledge, direct or indirect, to dispute it, is dreadfully 
suspect. Although at first glance it seems Mr. Fitter is 
performing a useful service simply to introduce these men at 
all, his picture of Wilberforce in the Huxley chapter, and the 
differences between his picture of Waterton and the more 
full and lively picture given by Lettice Cooper in her Great 
Men of the West Riding and that given by the D.N.B. (the 
best of the three, and the only one to mention Waterton’s 
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ense of fondness for reading White) makes one wonder if the 
ians too introduction is really fair to either subjects or readers. 
nye GUNTHER, J. Meet Centra! Africa. Illus. 204 pp. 

om 8 xX 5} Hamish Hamilton 15/- 
ais ansl It would be ungenerous as well as untrue to suggest that 
+ Ties Mr. Gunther’s book in this “Meet the World” series is a 
aa by-product of journeys and researches made for other and 
ak eee more serious purposes. For all its air of rapid sketching in 
National of a complex picture on a large and uneven canvas it is so 
: Sieen* full of life and vitality, in contrast with the even mediocrity 
wvincies of so many books of its kind, that it convinces and excites 


even while the reader may make mental reservations as to 
its complete accuracy and fairness. Mr. Gunther, as usual, 
writes of his own impressions, and in the past they have 
126 proved happily near the mark all over the world. He does 
not hesitate to tabulate, text-book fashion, when tabulation 


abre and suits his emphatic style, and he compensates for these 
me about occasional reversions to didacticism with outbursts of anecdote 
Fitter is and aside which are nothing short of charming. His task, 
standard for all the limits set by the title, is a formidable one, but he 
business, solves the problem of comprehensiveness not by the compression 
n such a of minute detail but by choosing topics and using them to 
jough, to illustrate the general as well as the local problems of Africa 
turalist ; today. The book’s centrepiece is an uncompromising portrait 
pretation of Schweitzer which the old man himself would probably 
relevant appreciate and which puts in the shade the respectable pastiche 
Q Pat es of most digest and popular articles on the same institution. 
Dapamees: The Index is full enough, too, but the frontispiece seems 
‘his book woefully inadequate when corrolation with the text is desired. 
iry which  SeLtman, R. R. Norman England. Illus. 66 pp. 

sources 834 X 63 ~—C«.. ‘ R ; Methuen 10/6 
by books Mr. Sellman wastes no time in debating whether the 
nd trying Normans really conquered the British Isles or occupied them 
> without and were subsequently absorbed, but traces emphatically and 
lreadfully in attractive detail the influence of Norman administration, 
Fitter is Norman law and the Norman Church on the lives of natives 
e men at and conquerors eventually combined. Among other notable 
, and the exercises in clarification he achieves exceptionally lucid accounts 
the more of the tangled events leading up to the Battle of Hastings and 
ier Great the round-the-houses interlude of Matilda and Stephen. In 
N.B. (the addition, he provides a critical account of the Doomsday Book, 


V aterton’s in sharp contrast to the unqualified admiration for it expressed 
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Law, 


Manors, 


in many popular histories. 
the author deals almost racily, 


Feudalism, 
Towns 





the 
and 


Royal 


Jews. 


Book List, and the usual Index. 


NEW EDITIONS 


Among other topics with which 


and never dully, are Forest 
Household, Marcher Barons, 
Ody’s illustrations are 
excellently conceived and executed and the clarity of the maps 
is beyond reproach. There are three useful addenda in the 
Explanatory and Biographical Notes, Miss Bewick’s Select 


Mr. 


De tA Mare, W. The Story of Moses 


GREEN, W. 
Book of Aircraft. 


AND PoLLinGER, G. 


Eighth (1960) Edition. 


photographs. 


HILLSTEAD, 


A. F. C. 


The Young Bird Watchers 


The 


Faber 
Originally published with illustrations by Irene Hawkins, 
this new edition has pictures by Edward Ardizzone. 


Observer's 


Illus. 288 pp. 5} * 33. Warne 
Brought up to date with details 
of the latest developments in aircraft design. 


Faber 


150 





9/6 


jJi= 


new 


15,- 


First published in 1948 this book remains as good as 


any other on the subject. 


The only alterations are a few new 


comments by the author in his short epilogue and a number 
of new photographs. 


MARSHALL, 
Girls 


H. E. 


English Literature for Boys and 


Nelson 


30/- 


A comprehensive introduction to its subject first published 


many years ago. 


up to Dickens, Thackeray and Tennyson. 


Previous editions have brought the material 


Four new chapters 


have now been added covering Kipling, Hardy, Stevenson, 


Conrad, 


J. M. 


Barrie, 


H. G. Wells, 


Buchan, Kenneth 


Grahame, among writers of prose, and Bridges, Rupert Brooke, 
Yeats, W. H. Davies and Masefield among the poets. 


Reason, H. A. The Road to Modern Science . 


First published in 1935. 


many discoveries are considered, 


and the rise of biochemistry. 


evolution have been brought up to date. 


Bell 


20 - 


In this entirely revised edition 
such as synthetic materials 


Such subjects as heredity and 


There is a brief 


outline of atomic physics and the section on astronomy covers 
the recent changing ideas on the origin of stars and of the 
solar system. A list of books for further reading is given at 


the end of each chapter. 




















= THE BRIDGE 


1 which The books included in this section have been chosen from among 

. Forest § “Adult” books as being suitable for inclusion in the Intermediate Library 

Barons, § 224 are generally suggested for reading by young people from 15 to 19. 
’ @ They are not necessarily of very recent publication. 


ons are 
he maps § AMBLER, E. Passage of drms : Heinemann 16/— 
1 in the Eric Ambler has been writing good adventure and spy 
s Select books for many years ; this latest publication exhibits to a 
remarkable degree his undoubted talent for first-class story 
telling. 
An Indian clerk with ambitions to run his own bus 
9/6 service, a terrorist arms-dump hidden in the Malayan jungle, 
lawkins, and an American couple touring the Far East — these are 
three of the chief ingredients in an adventure story that has 
pace, good characterisation, authentic background and plenty 
ae of excitement. Strongly recommended. 
h details § Basso, H. The Light Infantry Ball . Collins 16/- 
50 new John Bottomley was a member of an old _ established 
Southern family whose misgivings on slavery had been stirred 
through contact with Northern intellectuals. Family loyalties 
6 4 brought him into the American Civil War on the Southern 
good as side but his known liberal outlook on slavery caused him to 
few new be viewed with suspicion by his own side, and he was often 
number in conflict with extremists. A mature book, but somewhat 
inconclusive. 
CrossEN, K. F. The Big Dive. Eyre & Spottiswoode 12/6 
30/- Kem Locke, a member of the American Secret Service, 
yublished is called in to investigate privately the disappearance of a 
material British frogman. The chase leads him from London to 
chapters Edinburgh and central Scotland, and involves him in amusing 
fevenson, entanglements with the British Secret Service and the police. 
Kenneth Good entertainment in the Buchan tradition, but slicker than 
- Brooke, Buchan. Some topographical inaccuracies in Scotland which 
ts. detract from the validity of the use of real place names. 
20) - Frank, P. Alas Babylon 7 ‘ Constable 15/- 
d edition A guided missile goes astray in the Mediterranean and 
materials precipitates an atomic war. A small community in Florida 
dity and is among the survivors and this is the story of its fight for 
) a brief existence. Grim in its description of the moral and physical 
.— breakdown of the community but valuable because its real 
d of the theme is that of the regeneration of communal life through 
given at ’ 


the devoted work of a small group of ordinary citizens, 
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Absorbing but not for all young people though one youth 
describes it as “great.” 


Hayter, A. Sheila in the Wind ‘ Hodder 21/- 
Way back in the 1890’s (before the era of wireless and 

the aeroplane), Captain Joshua Slocum sailed his small boat, 
Spray, single-handed around the world and thereby set a 
fashion that has continued unabated to this day. Most of 
Slocum’s successors, intrepid mariners though they be, 
unfortunately lack his literary skill and few of these personal 
narratives of lone sea-voyages can claim to be more than simple 

tales of true adventure. For this reason, Sheila in the Wind 

— the exception that proves the rule — is doubly welcome. 


Adrian Hayter left England in August, 1950, and 
reached his home in New Zealand in May, 1956, having 
sailed the whole way alone in his yacht, Sheila, and having 
worked in a variety of jobs at various ports of call en route. 
These are the bare bones of a story that is more than just 
a record of courage, endurance and determination. For Major 
Hayter is no mere adventurer ; he is also a philosopher — and 
he can write! This is a thoughtful book and, therefore, not 
one to be read at a single sitting. But those who will take 
the trouble to read it carefully will be well rewarded. 

Recommended for boys and girls, 16 and upwards. 


MacLean, F. Back to Bokhara . ‘ Cape 18/- 
Sixth formers studying international relations should read 
this book for it gives a fascinating picture of the Soviet Union 
and Turkestan. We all have some rather stuffy ideas of 
life in Russia and it is refreshing to read this vivid account 
of the author’s return to Moscow and to Tiflis in Stalin’s 
Georgia, and to the legendary cities of Tashkent, Samarkand 
and Bokhara after an interval of twenty years. He naturally 
found great changes, many restrictions relaxed, and a new 
friendliness and freedom among the people who are intensely 
curious about the outside world and able now to talk to 
foreigners. 


This is a beautifully written book, illustrated with the 
author’s own photographs and a map. 


Mitts, O. Misguided Missile . Bles 12/6 
The Commanding Officer of a “highly secret research 

station on St. Swithins Island is murdered. There appear to 

be only five possible suspects and though all have cause to 
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fear or dislike the murdered man, none seems likely to carry 
his animosity to the point of murder. Police are hampered 
by exteme scientific secrecy but the elucidation of the crime 
is entirely satisfactory, with credible motives and no loose 
ends nor unlikely manipulations. A very well constructed 
story, with a modern twist and suspense maintained to the 
end. 

SainT, D. J. Thrush Green ee M. Joseph 15/- 

“Miss Read” has turned her talent for description and 
observation to produce a quietly moving novel of country life. 
All the action takes place during May Day when the annual 
fair visits the small Cotswold town of Lulling. For plot we 
have the affairs of two young couples who decide to share 
each other’s lives before the day is done, and the acceptance 
by the matriarchal owner of the fair and the local doctor that 
their working days are at an end and the reins must be placed 
in younger hands. We meet all the characters of Thrush 
Green and the large gipsy family of the fair-ground, and are 
transported back to summer with the noise of the roundabouts 
to share the excitement which can fill a small boy’s whole 
world. 

While we feel that the author is essentially a writer of 
autobiography, it is a pleasant change to find a novel which 
relies on good writing and characterisation without recourse 
to murder, violence or sex, in order to ensure a market. 

Well illustrated, as were her three previous books, by 
J. S. Goodall. 


SAUNDERS, R. The Drovers’ Highway . Oldbourne 13/6 
A cattle drove is followed from its assembly in the hills 
of Wales to the market in Smithfield. The adventures of 
the drovers on their journey to the capital, and on their more 
perilous return, when, because of the gold they carried, they 
were the target for highwaymen and tavern thieves, make 
lively reading. This is an entertaining way of learning social 
history, for apart from the central theme arising from the 
meat hunger of London in the early nineteenth century, there 
are interesting observations on early banking, tolls and farming. 
Intermediate Library. 


Stone, C. Death in Cranford , Hutchinson 13/6 
With a woman detective and a cast predominantly though 

not entirely female, the village of Pytchley bears only the 
superficial resemblance to Cranford which may perhaps be 
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allowed in a thriller. ‘Tea parties and the village grapevine 
are not uncommon, but several of the family skeletons 
uncovered by Miss Stone would be unthinkable in Mrs. 
Gaskell’s village. In fact, Miss Stone starts a number of 
hares which seem likely runners but the end is a trifle pathetic, 
even allowing that embezzlers may occasionally be moved to 
cover up their misdeeds by murder. A few loose threads are 
left to tantalise the reader but the story as a whole though 
rather cluttered with characters may be recommended to while 
away an idle hour and to interest young people with a few 
scraps of more or less worthwhile information. 


Stytes, S. Wolfe Commands You . Faber 13/6 


The story of the rise of James Wolfe to the leadership, 
at the early age of thirty-two, of the British forces assaulting 
Quebec. The early Wolfe is a somewhat priggish and 
ridiculous figure, but there gradually emerges the courageous 
and resolute man who triumphed over his own infirmity and 
the intrigues of others to give his life in one of the most 
important battles in British history. It is doubtful, however, 
whether Wolfe would have risen so rapidly had he been as 
uncongenial and ridiculous a figure as would appear from the 
early part of the book, and the incompetence and petty intrigues 
of others are somewhat overdrawn. 


Wuite, J. D. Brave Captain Kelso . Hutchinson 15/- 


Set in 18th century India, this book tells of the adventures 
of an energetic captain of a frigate of the East India Company, 
employed in trying to protect the Company’s merchant fleet 
from the ravages of pirates and enemy privateers. Without 
labouring the descriptive detail, the author manages to paint 
an authentic canvas upon which his hero deals most effectively 
with sinking ships, fire at sea, and aggressive Mahrattan 
pirates. Perhaps our Captain is just a trifle too brave and 
too successful — but who cares ? It’s a good yarn with plenty 
of excitement and there will surely be many who will look 
forward with eagerness to the next story of Captain Kelso. 


Warren, R. Ad Lamb in the Lounge 


Hurst & Blackett 15/- 

Readers of Where no mains flow will come to this book 
with pleasurable anticipation, but they are likely to be rather 
disappointed. The story has many flashes of humour in similar 
vein to its predecessor though it is obviously much easier to 
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mpevene make war of any kind exciting than to extract an equally 
keletons lively entertainment from peace in the same milieu. But Mrs. 
a Mrs. Warren still contends with smoky chimneys and hordes of 
nber of unwanted and unhelpful guests at difficult moments, helps 
athetic, her husband with manure heaps and concrete mixers and 
oved to suffers his manly lack of understanding in all domestic matters, 
‘ads are no doubt with tongue in cheek as she mildly answers, “Yes, 
ber dear” instead of flinging saucepan, bucket or worse at his 
: ile 


uncomprehending head. 

But when she comes to a lamb dressed up in rose patterned 
plastic knickers with soluble diapers inside, the picture is really 
13/6 too ludicrous for belief, even allowing for the fatuity of many 


1 a few 





dership, women towards their pets. The whole story is a little too 
saulting contrived, lacking the spontaneity of the previous one, but 
ed retaining that subtle feeling that Mrs. Warren really would 
rageous prefer suburbia to the admitted disadvantages of country life. 
ity and When all is said, however, the book is good for a few 
© most chuckles and even laughs, and makes pleasant light reading. 
ewever, For girls of 15 upwards. 

been as 

rom the 
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15/- 





ventures 
ompany, 
nt fleet By The firm whose revutation stands second 
sag } to none as suppliers of library books for young 
oO pain | 
bectively people of all ages 
hr: 
gee Large and varied selection. Immense 
h plenty Bi} stocks, spacious showrooms. Inspection 
ill look cordially invited 
1 Kelso. 
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Editions 


Ameliaranne and the Green Umbrella 
The Cow who Fell in the Canal 
Piruwayu and the Rainbow 
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Peter and the Wolf 


Tim all Alone 
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